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* 
T exts of the revised Belgian constitution. 

- Constitution de la Belgique et ses modifications . ( The Belgian 
Constitution and its revision). Brussels, Bruylant, 1971, 48 pp. 

- G. Craenen, W. Dewachter, E. Lismont, De Belgische Grondwet 
van 1831 tot heden. Nederlandse en Franse teksten. (The Belgian 
Constitution from 1831 till 1971. Dutch and French texts.) 
Leuven, Acco, 1971, 103 pp. 
R. Senelle, De Grondwetsherziening 196 7-1971. ( The Revision to 
the Constitution 1967-1971.) Dutch and French edition. Brussels, 
Teksten en Documenten - Textes et Documents nrs. 279-280-281 
of January, February, March 1972. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Trade and Aid to Developing Countries, 257 pp. 

List of the Political Parties. 

Dutch French English transcription 

Christelijke Volkspartij (CVP) Parti Social Chrétien (PSC) Christian Democrats 

Belgi sche Socialistische partij Parti Socialiste Beige (PSB) 
(BSP) 

Socialists 

Partij voor vrijheid en vooruit- Parti pour la Liberté et Ie Pro - Liberals 
gang (PVV) grès (PLP) 

Volksunie (VU ) Flemish Nationalists 
Rassemblement Wallon (RW) Walloon Nationalists 
Front Démocratique des Brussels French speaking radi-

B r u x e 11 o is Francophones cals 
(FDF) 

Kommunistische Partij van Bel- Parti Communiste Beige (PCB) Communists 
gië (KPB) 
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T erritorial subdivisions according to the revised constitution. 

Koninkrijk 
Cewest: 

Dutch 

Vlaams gewest 

Waals gewest 
Brussels gewest 

Taalgebieden : 
Nederlands taalgebied 

Frans t aa lgebied 

Duits t aa lgebied 

t wee tali g gebied 
Brussel- Hoofdst ad 

Bestuurlijke indelingen 
provincie 
a rrond issement 

- gerechtelijk 

J Kamer 
- verkiezings- ] Senaat 

- bestuurlijk 

~ agglomeratie 

( federatie van gemeenten 

kanton 
- gerechtelijk 
- verkiezings-
gemeente 

P articularitie s. 

French 

Royaume 

Région : 
régi on flamande 
région wal lonne 
région bruxel loise 

Régions linguistiques 
région de langue 

néerlandaise 
régi on de langue 

françai se 
rég ion de langue 

allemande 
r égio n bilingue de 

Bruxe lles-Capita Ie 

Divisions administratives 
arrondissement 
province 

- judiciaire 

JChambre 
- é lectoral ] Séna t 

- administ ratif 

~ agg lomération 

( fédérat 1on de communes 

canton 
- judiciaire 
- électoral 
commune 

Engli sh translation 

Kingdom 
Region : 

Flemish region 
W al loon reg ion 
Brussels region 

Linguistic regions 
Dutch spea king region 

French spea king region 

German speaking region 

bilingual region of Brus­
sels-Capita! 

Administrative subdivisions 
province 
arrond issemen t 
- judicia! 

j House 
- electo ral 

5 
t 

ena e 
- administrative 

~ agglomerat ion 

( federat ion of municipali­
ties 

canton 
- judicia! 
- electoral 
munic ipality 

Number 

3 

4 

9 

26 
31 
21 
43 

5 pros­
pected 

5 
X in 
1976 

234 
214 
2359 

All municipalities necessarily are part of one of the linguistic regions , 
decided upon by an act of parliament, voted according to a special 
procedure with an enforced majority requirement. 

All of the territory is subdivided in provinces, except when an act 
of parliament, voted according to the same special procedure mentioned 
a,bove, excepts a certain part and gives it a legal identity all its own 
and subjects it directly to the central executive authorities . 

The limits of linguistic regions and provinces do not always coincide . 

The applicability of an act of the Cultural Councils is not confined 
to the linguistic regions, but is defined by the linguistic communities 
within the population. 



GROOTSTE STEMMENWINST 
IN DE KIESKANTONS NAAR PARTIJ 

LE PLUS GRAND GAIN DE VOIX DANS 
LES CANTONS ÉLECTORAUX, PAR PARTI 

Vergelijking van de kamerverkiezingen van 
7 november 1971 niet deze van 31 maart 1968 

Comparaison des élections de la Chambre des Représentants 
du 7 novembre 1971 à celles du 31 mars 1968 

Winst CVP BSP PVV FDF Andere 
Goin PSC PSB PLP VU RW Autres 
0 - 5 % c=J c=J c=J c=J c=J c=J 
5-10% C] c=J CJ CJ c=J-

10 - 150/o CJ c=J C] C] - -
15+ % - CJ IIII CJ- -



GROOTSTE STEMMENVERLIES 
IN DE KIESKANTONS NAAR PARTIJ 

LA PLUS GRANDE PERTE DE VOIX DANS 
LES CANTONS ÉLECTORAUX, PAR PARTI 

Vergelijking van de kamerverkiezingen van 
7 november 1971 met deze van 31 maart 1968 

Comparaison des élections de la Chambre des Représentants 
du 7 novembre 1971 à celles du 31 mars 1968 

Verlies CVP BSP PVV FDF Andere 
Perte PSC PSB PLP VU RW Autres 
0 - 5 0/o c:=J c::J c::J c::J c::J c:=J 
5 - 10 °/o [=:J c:=J [=:J [=:J c:=J 

10 - 15 °/o CJ c:=J C] [=:J a.11 -
15+ % _ c:::J _ c:::J _ _ 



THE DIFFERENT DEFINITIONS OF BRUSSELS 
1. Linguistic situation: 

Bilingual enclave with French speaking majority in Flanders. 

1900 1910 1920 

1930 1947 

- 50 % or more of the inhabitants declared French as !heir most spoken language 

2. Legal definitions on 1. 1. 1973: 
a. administrative 

Municipality Agglomeration 

Suburbs with linguistic facilities 

Arrondissement 

1: 600.000 



b. electoral 

-national and provincial elections: 

cantons 

- local elections: 

• agglomeration 

districts 

arrondissement 

1: 600.000 

- federations around Brussels not belonging to the 
agglomeration 



c. jurisdictional 

arrondissement 

Legend of the municipality numbers 

1. Bruxelles - Brussel 
2. Saint-Josse-ten-Noode - St.✓oost-ten-Node 
3. Schaerbeek- Schaarbeek 
4 . Evere 
5. Etterbeek 
6. Woluwe-Saint-Lambert - St.-Lambrechts-Woluwe 
7 . Woluwe-Saint-Pierre - St.-Pieters-Woluwe 
8 . Ixelles - Elsene 
9. Auderghem - Oudergem 

10. Watermael-Boitsfort - Watermaal-Bosvoorde 
11 . Saint-Gilles - St.-Gillis 

12. Uccle - Ukkel 
13. Forest- Vorst 
14. Anderlecht 
15. Molenbeek-Saint-Jean - St.-Jans-Molenbeek 
16. Koekelberg 
17. Berchem-Sainte-Agathe - St.-Agatha-Berchem 
18 . Ganshoren 
19. Jette 



d) socio-economie region : not yet defined. 

proposals : 

government ( CVP /PSC-BSP /PSB-PVV /PLP) : 

The 19 municipalities belonging to the agglomeration, unless the 
competent parliamentary commission agrees to another proposal. 

VU : the 19 municipalities of the agglomeration . 

PDF and RW : the 19 municipalities of the agglomeration + the 
municipalities or parts of municipalities belonging to, or horde­
ring on, the electoral arrondissement Brussels, and expressing the 
will to adhere to Brussels by plebiscite ; procedure : organization 
of a plebiscite on demand of 15 % of the electorate of the munici­
pality in question . 

PLP-section-Brussels : the 19 municipalities of the agglomeration'' 
in which 50 % of the population expresses the wil! to belong to 
Brussels by plebiscite ; procedure : not defined. 

KPB/ PCB : the 19 municipalities of the agglomeration + other 
municipalities or parts of municipalities in which the population 
expresses the will to belang to Brussels ; 

procedure: 

municipality : plesbiscite on demand of 50 % of the members 
of the municipal council. 

part( s) of municipality : plebiscite on demand of 40 % of the 
electorate . 

• Correction : .. . and the suburbs .. . 
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Headings 

Franchise age 
Required form of citizen­

ship 

Age requirement for can­
didates 

Sha re of directly elected 
members 

Listing of t he candidates 

Alternat ives of valid vo­
ting 

System of proportional re­
presentation 

Adjunction of the (candi­
date- ) successor 

District in which system 
of election ,s applied 

Major differences of the election systems in Belgium 

/ House of Representatives 

21 
by birth 
by st ate- naturalization 

each party : 

25 

1/1 

- 1 ist of candidates 

Senate 

21 
by birth 
by state -naturalization 

40 

106/ 178 

each party : 
list of candidates 

- list of candidate-suc- 1- li st of candidate-suc-
cessors 
one pa rty-vote 
one preferential vot e 
tor a candidate 

- one preferential vote 
for a candidate-succes­
sor 
combination of former 
alternatives without ex­
ceeding parfy-bounds 

D'Hondt 

Separate list 

cessors 
one pa rty-vote 
one preferential vote 
tor a candidate 
one preferential vote 
for a candidate-succes­
sor 
combination of former 
alternatives without ex­
ceedin g pa rty-bo\.mds 

D'Hondt 

Separate list 

Provincial Council 

21 
by birth 
by st a te-natura liza­
tion 

25 

1/ 1 

each party : 
- list of candidates 

- one pa rty-vote 
- one preferential 

vote 
combination of far­
mer alternatives 
w ithout exceeding 
pa rty-bounds 

D'Hondt 

Sequence of obtained 
votes among the not 
elected candidates 
per party 

Agg lomeration and 
Federation Council 

18 
by birth 
by sta te-naturaliza ­
tion 
by limited na tura ­
lization 

21 

1/ 1 

each party : 
- li st of candidates 

- one party-vote 
- one preferential 

vote 
combination of far­
mer al ternati ves 
w ithout exceeding 
party-bounds 

D'Hondt 

Sequence of obtained 
votes among the not 
elected candidates 
per party 

Arrondissemenr 
vince 

or Pro- 1 Arrondissement 
vince 

or Pro- 1 Electoral district 
Arrondissement 

or I Agglomeration or Fe­
deration 

Municipal Council 

18 
by birth 
by state-naturaliza­
tion 
by limited natura ­
lization 

21 

1/1 

each party : 
- li st of candidates 

- one party-vote 
- one preferential 

vete 
combination of far­
mer alternatives 
wi thout exceeding 
party-bounds 

- plural preferential 
vote without ex­
c ee d in g p ar ty­
bounds 
maximum plural vo­
t e without exceed ­
ing party-bounds 
plural vote - ex­
c ee d i n g part y­
bou nds 
maximum plural vo­
te - exceeding 
party-bounds 

lmpe riali 

Sequence of obtained 
votes among the not 
elected candidates 
per party 

Municipality 

~ 
0 
N 

ffi 
~ 

~ 

~ 
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THE ORGANIZATION OF THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

ACCORDING TO THE REVISED CONSTITUTION 

E L E C T 0 R A T E 
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Differences in the appointment and composition of the executive bodies of elected representative bodies 

Headings 

title 

appointment 

number of members 

National level * 1 Province J Agglomeration - Federation I Municipality 

government I Board of permanent delegates I Executive board I Court of mayor and aldermcn 
of the council of the pro-
vince 

negotiations between politica! 1 election by the council I election by the council I election by the council 
parties, 

appointment by the King, 
and vote of confidence by 

parliament 
illimited six proportional to population 

min: 3 
max. : 9 
Brussels-capita! six Dutch 

speaking, six French so~ak­
king 

proportional to population 
min.: 2 
max . 10 

system of choice of members 1 (not elected) majority system proportiona I system I majority system 

president prime-minister 
vice-prime-minister 

(in coalitions) 

governor 
appointed by the King 

for tour years or until refusal I tenure 

particular requirements 

appointment of successors 

of confidence by parliament 
equal number of French a~d 

Dutch speaking ministers, 
prime-minister and secretaries 

of State not taken into 
account 

new negotiations and appoint­
ment by the King 

• Regional level not yet elaborated. 

at least one permanent dele­
gate trom each different 
judicia! district within the 
province 

new election 

Brusse ls capital : within lin-
guistic groups, proportional 
to strength of politica! par­
t ies 

president of the council 
elected by the council 

mayor 
appointed by t he King 

election approved by the King I for term of council (six years) 
for term of council (six years) 
Brusse ls capital : equal num-

ber of French speaking and 
Dutch speaking members, 
president not taken into 
account 

new elect ion new election 

-l>. 
0 
-l>. 

~ 
g 
t:: 
~ 
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PROGRAMMOGRAM 1965 

K.~ 8. ~ 

~ 36, 36 

~ ~ 
60,0 0 B 

PROGRAMMOGRAM 1971 

~ 149 / 70 
~ 46,98 

~ 35/2~ 
~ 71 , 43 

E.QJ:; ,se /93 
5 5, 36 

116/57 
4 9 , 14 

§QL]Q 
50,00 

fil.L.ê. 
47, 73 

405 

R VV 226/ 125 
P.L .P. 55, 31 

130/ 56 
43,08 

233 / 154 
66,09 

289 / 190 
65,74 
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THE ORGANIZATION OF THE AGGLOMERATION BRUSSELS - CAPITAL 

ACCORDING TO THE REVISED CONSTITUT ION 

E L E C T 0 R A T E 

m 
r 
m 

p A R T y C A N D 1 D A T E S 

() 

--< 
-
0 
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AGGLOMERA -.........--- TION COUNC IL 

DUTCH FRENCH 

LINGUISTIC LING UISTIC 

GROUP GROUP 

..: > 
llII 

1 y 1 

PRE lyl SI 
DENT 

'y' 
DUTCH SPEA· ·I ~ IOFRENCH SP EA 
KING MEMBERS - KING MEMBERS 'y' 
EXE CUTIV E COLLEGE 

DUTCH FRENCH 
JOINT CULTURAL 

CULTURAL CULTURAL 
COMMISSIONS 

COMMISSION COMMISSION 
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A programmogram shows following informations about the party­

system: 

- the number of parties part1c1pating in the system having a real 
program ( see the different circles and names of parties); 

the number of different policy-objectives ( = number of program­
items) of each party ( see the first number beside the name of 
the party and the surface of the circle) ; 

- the subdivision of these policy-objectives according to the diffe-
rent policy-areas : 

- foreign policy ( see I ) ; 
- internal policy ( see B); 
- cultural policy ( see K ) ; 
- social policy ( see S ) ; 
- economie policy ( see E) ; 
- financial policy ( see F) ; 

the different policy-objectives which the party shares with one 
or more other parties ( see the surface of the grey screen within 
the circle) ; 

- the different policy-objectives which this party alone stands for 
( see the second number beside de name of the party and the 
surface of the black screen within the circle); 

- the index of originality which is the percentage of policy-items 
the party alone stands for as compared to the total number of 
policy-items of the party ( see the lowest number beside the name 
of the party) ; 

- the different policy-objectives that each party shares with each of 
the other parties ( see the number in, and the breath of the con­
necting beam between two circles) ; 

- the opposite policy-objectives that parties have ( see the number 
in, and the breath of the dotted lines between two circles). 

The programmogram does not show a left-right disposition. 


